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Guidelines for felling of trees
in Eco-Sensitive Zone of
Protected Areas

Government of Maharashtra
Revenue and Forests Department
Government Circular No. WLP-0217/CR.40/F-1,
Mantralaya, Mumbai-400 032
Dated.06 June,2019

Read :- Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change Letter
F.No.11- 63/2012-FC (Pt.) dated 29/09/2016

The Central Government, as per reference cited above has laid down
guidelines for felling permission of trees in Eco-Sensitive Zone of Protected Areas as
under :-

There shall be no felling of trees on the forest, non-forest land or government
or revenue or private lands falling within the Eco-Sensitive Zone of protected areas
without prior permission of the competent authority duly notified by the State
Government.

In case there is no Competent Authority notified by the State Government in such
interim period, the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests in-charge of the territorial
forests shall be the Competent Authority for this purpose and will grant permission for
tree felling on the recommendation of the Divisional Forest Officer in whose
jurisdiction the ESZ fall who will recommend in accordance with the existing provisions
of Central or State Act and rules made thereunder by the State Government for
protection of trees in the state.

2.0 The felling of trees in the Eco-Sensitive Zone can be broadly categorized as
follows:-

2.1 Felling of trees in forest areas- Such tree-felling is regulated by the prescriptions
of Working Plan/Working Schemes, duly approved by the Competent Authority in the
Central Government.

2.2 Felling of trees in urban limits- This is regulated under the Maharashtra (Urban
Areas) Protection and Preservation of Trees Act, 1975, wherein the authorities for
according permission for tree-felling have been duly designated.

2.3 Felling of trees in areas outside urban limits (Scheduled Trees)- It is regulated
under the Maharashtra Felling of Trees (Regulation) Act, 1964, wherein the Tree-officer
Is duly notified by the State Government for granting permission for felling of trees
listed in the Schedule under the said Act.

1.4 Felling of trees in areas outside urban limits (Non-Scheduled Trees)- It is
regulated by the provisions of Maharashtra Land Revenue Code, 1966 wherein the
authorities have been duly notified by the State Government for granting of tree
felling permissions.

2.5 Felling of trees in coastal areas- It is governed by Coastal Regulation Zone
regulations.



Government Circular No.: WLP-0217/CR.40/F-1,

3.0 Apart from above, presently the prior permission of Hon’ble Bombay High Court is
also mandatory in case of cutting of mangrove species.

4.0 It may therefore be seen that felling of trees in all categories of areas is regulated by
one or other legislation, where the prior permission of a authority duly notified by the
State Government / Central Government is mandatory.

5.0 Therefore, it is hereby clarified that the concerned person or agency shall be at
liberty to approach the competent authority / authorities specified in para 2 above, for
seeking permission for felling of trees in the Eco-Sensitive Zone of Protected Areas.

6.0 This Government Circular is available on the official website of the Government of
Maharashtra www.maharashtra.gov.in with Computer Code No.
201906061528016319.This Circular is digitally signed.

By order and in the name of Governor of Maharashtra.
Digitally signed by SUJAY DEORAO DODAL
SUJAY DEORAO oo oameanrss ="

MAHARASHTRA, OU = REVENUE AND FOREST

D O DAL Date: 2019.06.06’15:39:25 +05'30'
(Sujay Dodal)
Joint Secretary(Forests)
Copy to—
1. The Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
New Delhi
2. The Additional Chief Secretary (Revenue), Revenue and Forests
Department,

Mantralaya, Mumbai.
3. The Principal Secretary, Urban Development Department, Mantralaya,
Mumbai.
4. The Principal Secretary, Public Works Department, Mantralaya, Mumbai.
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF)] Maharashtra State,
Nagpur.
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), MS Nagpur.
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Social Forestry MS, Pune.
The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (All)
9. The Chief Conservator of Forests (Territorial) (All)
10. The Field Directors Tiger Reserves (All)
11. The Municipal Commissioners, Municipal Corporations (All)
12. The Chief Engineers, Public Works Department (All)
13. The Collectors (All)
14. The Chief Executive Officers, Zilla Parishad (All)
15. The Deputy Conservator of Forests (Territorial) (All)
16. The Deputy Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) (All)
17. The Superintending Engineers, Public Works Department (All)
18. The Executive Engineers, Public Works Department (All)
19. The Divisional Forest Officers (All)
20. The Project Directors, National Highway Authority of India (All)
21.The Select File F-1 Section, Mantralaya, Mumbai-32
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